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The number of local education authorities has been reduced by
the abolition of the Part III authorities. The present LE.A.s
are the county councils and county borough councils. The 315
L.E.A.s created by the Act of 1902 have now become 146, and the
first schedule of the Act provides a possibility of further reduc-
tion. Where it would be to the public advantage because of
economy or increased efficiency, the Minister may order the areas
of two or more councils to be combined through the establishment
of a Joint Education Board which will be the L.E.A. for that
district.1 As in 1902, the L.E.A. may delegate its functions (except
those of raising a rate or borrowing money) to an education com-
mittee. The majority of the members of an education committee
must be members of the authority, but the committee should also
include persons of experience in education and those who have
special knowledge of the educational conditions of the locality.
Some critics urged that the members of the education committees
ought to be directly elected. It was felt, however, that this course
might reintroduce some of the unsatisfactory features of the School
Boards. The same schedule also gave permission to any borough or
urban district council which on 30th June 1939 had a population
exceeding 60,000 or which had not less than 7,000 elementary-
school children on its rolls on 31st March 1939, to prepare its own
schemes to be submitted to the Ministry through the county edu-
cation authority. Such an authority is known as an "excepted
district.'* Some councils availed themselves of the option and
claimed this status, e.g. Keighley in the West Riding of Yorkshire.
In counties a certain degree of decentralisation is permitted
through the formation of Divisional Executive Committees with
power to exercise on behalf of the L.E.A. certain functions con-
cerned with primary and secondary education. The Minister may
also agree to the delegation of functions relating to further educa-
tion. The net result has been that excepted districts and divisional
executives have taken the place of the Part III authorities without
the power that the latter had of raising a rate or borrowing money.
Circular 5, 15th September 1944, provided details with regard to
the constitution, functions, and procedure of divisional executives.
It also settled the question of the admission of the press to meetings
of divisional executives by suggesting that the press should be
admitted unless, because of the nature of the business transacted, a
1A Joint Education Board for the Soke and the Gty of Peterborough has
been constituted.